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 Commercial Driver’s License Information 
 
On October 26, 1986, Congress passed the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986. This law requires 
each state to meet the same minimum standards for commercial driver licensing. The standards require 
commercial motor vehicle drivers to get a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL). You must have a CDL to 
operate any of the following commercial motor vehicles: 
 
Class A A combination of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001, if the gross 

vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of the vehicle(s) being towed is in excess of 10,000 pounds.  
 
Class B A single vehicle with a GVWR of 26,001 pounds and any such vehicle towing a vehicle not in  
   excess of 10,000 pounds (GVWR). 
 
Class C Small Vehicle (Group C) – Any single vehicle, or combination of vehicles, that meets neither the 

definition of Group A nor that of Group B, but that either is designed to transport 16 or more 
passengers including the driver, or is used in the transportation of materials found to be 
hazardous for the purposes of the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act and which require the 
motor vehicle to be placarded under the Hazardous Materials Regulations (49 CFR part 172, 
subpart F). 

 
South Carolina Code of Laws, Section 56-1-2030, Item 18, defines gross vehicle weight rating as: 
 
Gross vehicle weight rating means the actual weight or the value specified by the manufacture as the 
maximum loaded weight of a single or a combination vehicle. The gross vehicle weight rating of a 
combination vehicle (referred to as gross combination weight rating) is the gross vehicle weight rating of the 
power unit plus the gross vehicle weight rating of the towed unit.” 
 
Commercial Driver’s License Knowledge Tests 
 
To obtain a commercial driver’s license, you must take one or more knowledge test, depending on what 
class of license and what endorsements you may need. The test includes: 
 
General Knowledge Test, which must be taken by all commercial driver’s license applicants. 
 
Combination Vehicles Test, which is required to drive a Class A combination vehicle. 
 
Air Brakes Test, which must be taken to operate a vehicle with air brakes. Drivers that do take this tests not 
taking this test will be restricted to driving vehicles without air brakes ( “K” Restriction To lift the “K” 
restriction, you will need to take air brakes knowledge test and complete CDL road test in a vehicle equipped 
with air brakes). 
 
Passenger Transport Test, taken by all bus driver applicants. 
 
School Bus Test, required to transport pre-primary, primary or secondary school students from home to 
school, from school to home, or to and from school sponsored events. For the School Bus Endorsement, 
the skills test must be taken in a school bus used for the purpose of transporting pre-primary, primary or 
secondary school students from home to school, from school to home, or to and from school sponsored 
events 
 
Hazardous Materials Test,  required if you want to haul hazardous materials or waste requiring placarding. 
 
Tanker Test, required if you want to haul liquids or gaseous materials in bulk. 
 
Doubles/Triples Test, required if you want to pull double or triple trailers. 
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Skills Test- If you pass the required knowledge test, you can take the CDL skills test. There are three 
sections to a CDL skills test: the pre-trip inspection, the basic control skills, and the on-road test. You must 
take these test(s) in the type of vehicle for which you are to be licensed. The pre-trip inspection and basic 
vehicle control must be administered prior to the on-road portion of the skills test. If an applicant fails one of 
the tests, the applicant cannot continue to the next skills test. An applicant who fails any of the skills tests 
must retake all three sections of the test.  
 
When taking the skills test, you must show proof of the GVWR to the examiner. If you are testing in a bus, 
you must also show proof of the bus passenger rating capacity to the examiner. This information is normally 
found on a metal tag or sticker in the door jam of the truck, front of the trailer, or a metal plate above the 
driver on a bus. 
 
For the passenger endorsement, the skills test must be passed in a bus or passenger vehicle with a capacity 
to transport 16 passengers or more, including the driver. The license will also be restricted to the type and 
size of vehicle used. 
 
Trucks must have a passenger seat and the passenger door must open from the inside. The driver and 
passenger seat belts must work properly. Seatbelts should be clean.  Smoking and use of cell phones are 
prohibited during the test. 
 
Pre-Trip Inspection 
 
Purpose: To see if you know the vehicle is safe to drive. 
 
Test Procedure: You will be required to do a pre-trip inspection on your vehicle and explain to the examiner 
what you would inspect and why. The examiner will mark on a scoring form each item you correctly inspect 
and/or explain. To prepare for the pre-trip inspection test, see Section 10 of this manual for a useful study 
guide. You may also use the Vehicle Inspection Guide (memory aids) found on pages 2-6 and 2-7 of this 
manual.  The memory aids are not allowed to be written on or marked before or during the test. 
 
Warning: 
 
Some commercial vehicles come from the factory with minimal labels identifying particular components on 
the vehicle (power steering, oil, diesel, etc.) These markings are from the manufacturer and may be 
tolerated, if not excessive.  However, it is not permissible to label either by name or listing scoring criteria on 
the vehicle or the parts, identifying the inspection components outlined in Section 10 of this manual.  If your 
commercial motor vehicle is labeled or marked as described, you will not be allowed to test for your 
commercial driver’s license in that vehicle. 
 
The order of the inspection should begin with the engine compartment, Engine Start Inspection. The 
Examiner will instruct you which side to complete the inspection, including the front of the vehicle, down a 
specific side of the vehicle and on to the rear of the vehicle. The pre-trip inspection test must be passed 
before taking the basic control test and the road test. The vehicle must also be safe. All major systems must 
work properly. This includes the lights, air brakes, or other braking systems, and emergency brakes. Any 
major system which does not work properly must be repaired before the road test will be given. See Section 
10 of this manual. The Examiner is required to read you the instructions for each portion of the test.  
 
Basic Controls Skills Test 
 
Purpose: To evaluate your basic skills in controlling the vehicle. 
 
Test Procedure: You will be asked to perform four maneuvers, the stop line, straight line backing, forward 
serpentine, and the alley dock. Please see Section 11 of this manual. 
 
Road Test 
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Purpose: To evaluate your ability to drive safely in a variety of on-road situations. 
 
Test Procedure: You will drive a test route following the instructions of the examiner. The test  route will 
include left and right turns, intersections, railroad crossings, curves, up and downhill grades, interstate, city, 
and rural roads. The examiner will score specific areas of the test route. The examiner will not ask you to do 
anything dangerous or illegal. See Section 12 of this manual. 
 
Time Limits for Taking the Test 
 
The CDL test described above meets the minimum standards for the licensing of commercial drivers. To 
complete the Pre-Trip Inspection, Basic Control Skills, and the Road Test takes about 90 minutes. The time 
needed for the Pre-Trip Inspection varies from the type unit being tested in. There is a time limit of 45 
minutes allowed for the Pre-Trip Inspection. The Basic Controls Skills Test takes about 15 minutes and the 
Road Test will take from 35 to 45 minutes depending upon the area and route design. 
 
Failing the Skills Test: 
 
All commercial driver’s license (CDL) applicants who fail any portion of the skills tests are to be charged a 
$25.00 fee for subsequent skills test. 
 
Return Times When Failing the Skills Test: 
 
An applicant with no previous driving experience who fails a skills test must wait two (2) weeks to retest 
regardless of age.   
 
An applicant who has had previous driving experience (held a former driver’s license) who fails a skills test, 
must wait one (1) week to retest regardless of age.  Holding a beginner’s permit does not count as former 
driving experience. 
 
If the applicant has failed the skills test on the third (3rd) or subsequent attempt, he or she must wait sixty 
(60) days before being retested. 
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 Licensing Procedures and Requirements 
 
Application Procedures for Taking the Test 
 
To apply for a commercial license, each applicant must certify they have read and meet the qualification 
requirements under Federal Rule 49 CFR, Part 391 of the FMCSR’s rules to operate a commercial motor 
vehicle. To apply for a commercial driver’s license, you may go to your local or most convenient Department 
of Motor Vehicles Branch Office (DMV) and take the test during normal working hours. Most areas are 
administering the road test by appointment only. This manual will help you prepare for these test(s). You 
may only take the knowledge test at a full service DMV Office. Express or Mobile Offices are unable to 
provide these test. 
 
Each time you make application for a CDL permit , CDL license, Upgrade of CDL license, renewal of 
CDL license, change of address or request a duplicate CDL, you will be required to provide proof 
you are medically qualified pursuant to the above Federal Regulation. You may show your valid DOT 
long form or valid DOT medical pocket card.  If you do not have this information when you conduct a 
transaction for your CDL, it will be cause to stop the process.  
 
Step by Step Procedures 
To Apply 
 

1) You will complete an application for a CDL at your DMV Office 
2) You will certify you meet the requirements found in Section 391 of the FMCSR and the DMV  Office 

Staff will verify your DOT medical status.  
 
CDL License Application fees  
 
CDL Application - $15.00, charged each time application is made, except public school bus drivers. 
CDL permit - $2.50, valid for only six months, only one renewal in a two year period. 
CDL Knowledge Test - $2.00 each for each try. Pass or Fail. 
CDL License - $12.50 
 
Take the vision test, this is no charge at the DMV 
 
When renewing your CDL license, if you have had five or more points against you in the prior three years 
you will have to take the General Knowledge Test. 
 
If you hold a Hazardous Materials Endorsement of your CDL, you will have to take the Hazardous Material 
Endorsement Test. 
 
Transfer of a Commercial Driver License from another State 
 
You must transfer the out-of-state CDL within thirty (30) days. This is in accordance with Federal 
Regulations and State Law. The DMV will obtain your history from you previous state when you make 
application in South Carolina. If you have the Hazardous Materials Endorsement, you will have to take that 
knowledge test. 
 
Knowledge Examinations 
 
The knowledge, written or oral test may be passed, with at least an 80% score. Endorsement test can be 
taken at the same time as the general knowledge test or at a later time. If you fail any portion of the 
knowledge examination, you must wait until the following day before you may retest. You may test three 
times on the original application fees paid. However, once you receive a permit or license, you must pay an 
additional fee for any additional test.  
 
****Hazardous Material Endorsement test MUST be written. 
 
 



Skills Test  

The skills test are administered by the DMV Offices in approximately 38+ sites. The road test will not be 
given until you have passed all other parts of the examination. Each section of the skills test must be 
passed . You will only be allowed to try once each work day to pass  the road test and return time will be 
set by the examiner.  

NOTE: The State does not supply vehicles for the road test.  

The examiner cannot give the skills test unless the vehicle is in safe condition and legally equipped. Your 
vehicle must first be checked to ensure it complies with registration, vehicle inspection, and equipment laws.  

Expiration of License  

Your Commercial Driver’s License shall expire every five (5) years from the date of issuance.  

Any person applying to renew a South Carolina CDL that has expired for nine (9) months or more must 
repeat the same process for an initial CDL license. This included the written and road test.  

Organ Donor Program  

If you wish to become an organ donor, please include this information on your application.  

Commercial Instruction Permits are valid for out-of-state use if the following conditions are met:  

You must have a CDL permit to operate a commercial motor vehicle which meets the requirements for a 
Class A, B, or C. State learners permits are issued for a limited time and are considered valid for the 
purpose of behind the wheel training on public road and highways, if the following minimum conditions are 
met;  

1)  A CDL permit may be issued to an individual who holds a valid Class D license and have      
passed the appropriate vision and written test for the type CDL sought.  

2)  The holder of a CDL permit, unless otherwise disqualified may drive a commercial motor 
vehicle, but only when accompanied by the holder of a valid CDL with applicable 
endorsements which are for the type vehicle being driven, and who occupies the seat beside 
the individual for the purpose of giving instruction in driving the commercial vehicle.  

3)  He/she does not operate a commercial motor vehicle transporting hazardous materials as 
defined in 383.5 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.  

4)  The CDL permit may not be issued longer than six (6) months. Only one renewal or 
reissuance may be granted within a two (2) year period.  

Z Restriction  

Except tractor-trailer  

Interpretation: Vehicle combination must include a fifth-wheel articulation, tractor (pulling unit) must have a 
GVWR of 26,001 or more pounds and pulling a trailer which has a GVWR of 10,001 pounds or more, or 
the applicants CDL will reflect a “Z” restriction.  

The unit must have an actual fifth-wheel articulation. If the unit has a pintle hook or ball and chain 
hook up, and used the unit for testing, the driver will have a “Z” restriction placed on the CDL.  

The applicant would still be required to take all the proper knowledge testing for the vehicle they are 
driving. The road test (pre trip inspection, basic control skills and road test) would still be the same. Many 
vehicles may also require the “K” restriction because the vehicle may not have air brakes.  
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For a driver to lift the “Z” restriction, they would need to take any knowledge test as needed and take the 
complete road test ( pre-trip, basic control skills and road test). The unit must have a fifth-wheel articulation 
and meet the GVWR requirements to lift the “Z” restriction. 
 
 
 
 
 
Transfer of Commercial Driver’s License 
 
After establishing a residence in South Carolina, you must apply to transfer your CDL license within thirty 
(30) days. 
 
The South Carolina Division of Motor Vehicles will obtain driving information through the Commercial 
Driver’s License Information System (CDLIS), the National Driver’s Register (NDR) and from each state in 
which you have been licensed. You will be required to surrender your out-of-state license before a South 
Carolina commercial driver’s license can be issued. 
 
To transfer a CDL from another state to South Carolina 
 

1) You will complete the application at your local DMV Office. 
2) Certify you have, read and understand and meet the qualifications requirements under 49CFR, 

Part 391 of the FMCSR’s. You must also show a valid DOT physical card or long form. 
3) You are required to surrender the actual commercial driver’s license you have in your possession 

at the time you apply. 
4) Each applicant must pass the vision test. 
5) The fees for transferring your commercial driver’s license are the same as applying for an original 

license. 
6) To maintain the hazardous materials endorsement you must re-test and pass the hazardous 

materials examination and TSA background check. 
 
Railroad Crossing Violations 
 
The following violations are separate from the Serious Traffic Violations found on page 1-3 of this manual. 
For a detailed listing of all commercial violations, please view Section 383-51 of the Federal Motor Safety 
Carrier Regulations. 
 

1) The driver who is not required to always stop, but fails to slow down and check that the tracks are 
clear of an approaching train. 

2) The driver is not required to always stop, but fails to stop before reaching the crossing if the 
tracks are not clear. 

3) The driver who is always required to stop, but fails to stop before driving onto the crossing. 
4) The driver fails to have sufficient space to drive completely through the crossing without stopping. 
5) The driver fails to obey a traffic control device or the directions of an enforcement official at the 

crossing. 
6) The driver fails to negotiate a crossing because of insufficient undercarriage clearance. 

 
Length of Disqualification for Railroad Crossing Violations 
 
For the first conviction, sixty (60) days. 
For the second conviction, if within a three period, 120 days, 
For the third and subsequent conviction, if within a three year period, one year. 
 
Threat Assessment 
 
All CDL drivers who wish to add HAZMAT or renew with HAZMAT must pass a Threat Assessment from 
TSA before the credential may be issued or renewed. For more information on this process, please go 
the 
DMV’s website, www.scdmvonline.com and click on the driver license tab, then click Commercial Driver 
License, and scroll thru till you see information for “Livescan”. A short synopsis is also below. 
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LiveScan Requirements: 
As of January 31, 2005, Part 383.23 (c) (3) of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations prohibited a 
person with a CDL beginner permit from obtaining a hazardous material endorsement. Also, any 
applicant requesting a HAZMAT endorsement (X or H) on an original CDL must submit fingerprints, 
submit to a background check and obtain security clearance from the U.S. Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) before issuance of an original CDL that includes a Hazmat endorsement. 
 
The South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles (SCDMV) implemented provisions of the USA 
PATRIOT Act (Public Law 107-56 enacted by Congress on October 25, 2001) that apply to commercial 
drivers transporting Hazardous Materials. 
 
The primary impact to CDL drivers is the need for a background records check before a hazardous 
materials endorsement (HME) can be issued or renewed. Drivers must submit a background records 
check application to the Department of Motor Vehicles and the Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) will approve or disapprove the driver for a HME. 
 
DMV cannot issue, transfer, renew, or upgrade a commercial driver's license with an HME until the driver 
completes a new application, is fingerprinted and the background check is complete. 
 
Under 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1572.13(d) a state that issued a HME may extend the 
expiration date of on a renewal HME for up to 90 days if TSA has not provided a Final Determination of 
Threat Assessment or Determination of No Security Threat before the endorsement expires. Beginning 
August 15, 2005, DMV will be granting this extension to renewal HME applicants who are within 30 days 
of 
expiration at the time of application. This extension will not be offered if a license has already expired and 
can only be processed in one of the 10 fingerprinting offices. 
 
The background records check fingerprint fees will total $78.25 and is based on the following fee 
schedule: SLED $25.00, FBI $19.25 and TSA $34.00. This cost does not include regular application, 
license and knowledge test fees. 
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 Section 1:  Introduction 
 
 
 
There is a federal requirement that each state have minimum 
standards for the licensing of commercial drivers.  This manual 
provides driver license testing information for drivers who wish to have 
a commercial driver license (CDL).  This manual does NOT provide 
information on all the federal and state requirements needed before 
you can drive a commercial motor vehicle (CMV). You may have to 
contact your state driver licensing authority for additional information. 
 
You must have a CDL to operate: 
 

• A single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 
more than 26,000 pounds. 

  
• A trailer with a GVWR of more than 10,000 pounds if the gross 

combination weight rating is more than 26,000 pounds. 
  
• A vehicle designed to transport more than 15 persons 

(including the driver). 
  
• Any size vehicle which requires hazardous materials placards. 

 
(Your state may have additional definitions of CMVs.) 
 
To get a CDL, you must pass knowledge and skill tests.  This manual 
will help you pass the tests. 
 

 
 
This Section Explains 
• Commercial Driver License 
 Tests 
• Other Safety Rules 
 

 
 

You will have to take one or more knowledge tests, depending on what 
class of license and what endorsements you need.  The CDL 
knowledge tests include: 
 

• The general knowledge test, taken by all applicants. 
  
• The passenger transport test, taken by all bus driver 

applicants. 
  
• The air brakes test, which you must take if your vehicle has air 

brakes. 
  
• The combination vehicles test, which is required if you want to 

drive combination vehicles. 
  
• The hazardous materials test, required if you want to haul 

hazardous material or waste in amounts which require 
placarding. 

  
• The tanker test, required if you want to haul liquids in bulk. 
  
• The doubles/triples test, required if you want to pull double or 

triple trailers. 

1.1 Commercial Driver 
 License Tests 
 
 
• Knowledge Tests 
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• Skills Test 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you pass the required knowledge test(s), you can take the CDL skills 
tests.  There are three types of general skills that will be tested: pre-trip 
inspection, basic vehicle control, and on-road driving.  You must take 
these tests in the type of vehicle for which you wish to be licensed. 
 
Pre-trip Vehicle Inspection.  You will be tested to see if you know 
whether your vehicle is safe to drive.  You may be asked to do a pre-
trip inspection of your vehicle and explain to the examiner what you 
would inspect and why.  Section 10 of this manual tells you what to 
inspect and how to inspect it. 
 
Basic Vehicle Control.  You will be tested on your skill to control the 
vehicle.  You will be asked to move your vehicle forward, backward, 
and turn it within a defined area.  These areas may be marked with 
traffic lanes, cones, barriers, or something similar.  The examiner will 
tell you how each control test is to be done.  Section 11 of this manual 
explains more about this test. 
 
On-road Test.  You will be tested on your skill to safely drive your 
vehicle in a variety of traffic situations.  The situations may include left 
and right turns, intersections, railway crossings, curves, up and down 
grades, single or multi-lane roads, streets, or highways.  The examiner 
will tell you where to drive.  Section 12 of this manual explains more 
about this test. 

 
  
 
 
1.2 Other CDL Rules There are other federal and state rules which affect drivers operating 

CMVs in all states. 
 

• You cannot have more than one license.  If you break this 
rule, a court may fine you up to $5,000 or put you in jail.  Keep 
your home state license and return any others. 

  
• You must notify your employer within 30 days of conviction for 

any traffic violations (except parking).  This is true no matter 
what type of vehicle you were driving. 

  
• You must notify your motor vehicle licensing agency within 30 

days if you are convicted in any other jurisdiction of any traffic 
violation (except parking).  This is true no matter what type of 
vehicle you were driving. 

  
• You must notify your employer if your license is suspended, 

revoked, or canceled, or if you are disqualified from driving. 
  
• You must give your employer information on all driving jobs 

you have held for the past 10 years.  You must do this when 
you apply for a commercial driving job. 

  
• No one can drive a commercial motor vehicle without a CDL.  

A court may fine you up $5,000 or put you in jail for breaking 
this rule. 
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• Your employer may not let you drive a commercial motor 
vehicle if you have more than one license or if your CDL is 
suspended or revoked.  A court may fine the employer up to 
$5,000 or put him/her in jail for breaking this rule. 

  
• All states are connected to one computerized system to share 

information about CDL drivers.  The states will check on 
drivers' accident records and be sure that drivers don't get 
more than one CDL. 

  
• You will lose your CDL for at least one year for a first offense: 

- If you drive any vehicle under the influence of alcohol or a 
 controlled substance (for example, illegal drugs). 
- If you leave the scene of an accident involving any vehicle 

you  were driving. 
- If you use any vehicle to commit a felony. 

 
If the offense occurs while you are operating a CMV that is placarded 
for hazardous materials, you will lose your CDL for at least three years. 
 You will lose your CDL for life for a second offense.  You will also lose 
your CDL for life if you use any vehicle to commit a felony involving 
controlled substances. 
 

• You will lose your CDL: 
- For at least 60 days if you have committed two serious 
 traffic violations within a three-year period involving any 
 vehicle. 
- For at least 120 days for three serious traffic violations 
 within a three-year period. 

 
"Serious traffic violations" are excessive speeding (15 mph or 
more above the posted limit), reckless driving, improper or 
erratic lane changes, following a vehicle too closely, and traffic 
offenses committed in any vehicle in connection with fatal 
traffic accidents. 

 
• It is illegal to operate a CMV if your Blood Alcohol 

Concentration (BAC) is .04% or more.  You will lose your 
CDL for one year for your first offense. You will lose it for life 
for your second offense. If your blood alcohol concentration is 
less than 0.04% but you have any detectable amount, you 
will be put out-of-service for 24 hours. 

 
• If you operate a CMV, you shall be deemed to have given your 

consent to alcohol testing for the above mentioned violations. 
 
These rules will improve highway safety for you and for all highway 
users. 
 
Your state may have additional rules which you must also obey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Serious Traffic Violations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Disqualifications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Implied Consent 
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 Section 2:  Driving Safely 
 
 
This section contains knowledge and safe driving information that all 
commercial drivers should know.  You must pass a test on this 
information to get a CDL. 
 
This section does NOT have specific information on air brakes, 
combination vehicles, doubles, or passenger vehicles.  You must read 
other sections of this manual to learn about them. 
 
This section does have basic information on hazardous materials 
(HazMat) that all drivers should know.  If you need a HazMat 
endorsement, you should study Section 9. 
 
 

 
This Section Covers 
• Vehicle Inspection 
• Vehicle Control 
• Shifting Gears 
• Seeing 
• Communicating 
• Speed & Space 
Management 
• Night Driving 
• Winter Driving 
• Mountain Driving 
• Emergencies 
• Staying Alert 
  

 
 
Safety is the most important reason you inspect your vehicle. Safety 
for yourself and for other road users. 
 
A vehicle defect found during an inspection could save you problems 
later.  You could have a breakdown on the road that will cost time and 
dollars, or even worse, a crash caused by the defect. 
 
Federal and state laws require that drivers inspect their vehicles.  
Federal and state inspectors also may inspect your vehicles.  If they 
judge the vehicle to be unsafe, they will put it "out of service" until it is 
fixed. 
 
Pre-trip Inspection.  A pre-trip inspection will help you find problems 
that could cause a crash or breakdown. 
 
During a Trip.  For safety you should: 
 

*  Watch gauges for signs of trouble. 
 

• Use your senses to check for problems (look, listen, smell, 
feel). 

 
• Check critical items when you stop: 

     -  Tires, wheels and rims. 
     -  Brakes. 
     -  Lights and reflectors. 
     -  Brake and electrical connections to trailer. 
     -  Trailer coupling devices. 
     -  Cargo securement devices. 
 
After-trip Inspection and Report.  You should do an after-trip 
inspection at the end of the trip, day, or tour of duty on each vehicle 
you operated.  It may include filling out a vehicle condition report 
listing any problems you find.  The inspection report helps the motor 
carrier know when the vehicle needs repairs. 

2.1 Vehicle Inspection 
 
 
• Why Inspect? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Types of Vehicle 

Inspection 
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• What to Look For 
 
 
 

Tire Problems. 
 

* Too much or too little air pressure. 
 

* Bad wear.  You need at least 4/32 inch tread depth in every 
major groove on front tires.  You need 2/32 inch on other tires.  
No fabric should show through the tread or sidewall. 

 
• Cuts or other damage. 

 
• Tread separation. 
 
• Dual tires that come in contact with each other or parts of the 

vehicle. 
 
• Mismatched sizes. 

 
• Radial and bias-ply tires used together. 
 
• Cut or cracked valve stems. 
 
• Regrooved, recapped, or retreaded tires on the front wheels of 

a bus.  These are prohibited. 
 
Wheel and Rim Problems 
 

* Damaged rims. 
 

* Rust around wheel nuts may mean the nuts are loose-
-check tightness.  After a tire has been changed, stop a short 
while later and re-check tightness of nuts. 

 
* Missing clamps, spacers, studs, or lugs means danger. 

 
• Mismatched, bent, or cracked lock rings are dangerous. 

 
• Wheels or rims that have had welding repairs are not safe. 

 
Bad Brake Drums or Shoes 
 

• Cracked drums. 
 

• Shoes or pads with oil, grease, or brake fluid on them. 
 

• Shoes worn dangerously thin, missing, or broken. 
 
Steering System Defects (See Figure 2-1) 
 

* Missing nuts, bolts, cotter keys, or other parts. 
 
• Bent, loose, or broken parts, such as steering column, 

steering gear box, or tie rods. 
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Tie Rod 

Spindle 
 

Steering Arms 
Steering Wheel Shaft 

Steering Wheel 

Pitman Arm 

Steering Gear Box 

• If power steering equipped--hoses, pumps, and fluid level; 
check for leaks. 

 
• Steering wheel play of more than 10 degrees (approximately 

two inches movement at the rim of a 20-inch steering wheel) 
can make it hard to steer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suspension System Defects.  The suspension system holds up the 
vehicle and its load.  It keeps the axles in place.  Therefore, broken 
suspension parts can be extremely dangerous.  Look for: 
 

* Spring hangers (Figure 2-2) that allow movement of axle from 
proper position. 

 
* Cracked or broken spring hangers. 

 
* Missing or broken leaves in any leaf spring. If 

one fourth or more are missing, it will put the vehicle "out of 
service" but any defect could be dangerous (Figure 2-3). 

 
• Broken leaves in a multi-leaf spring or leaves that have shifted 

so they might hit a tire or other part. 
 
• Leaking shock absorbers (Figure 2-4). 

 
• Torque rod or arm, u-bolts, spring hangers, or other axle 

positioning parts that are cracked, damaged, or missing 
(Figure 2-2). 

 
• Air suspension systems that are damaged and/or leaking 

(Figure 2-4). 
 
• Any loose, cracked, broken, or missing frame members. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2-1 
 
Examples of Steering System 
Key Parts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drag Link
Steering Ring Knucle
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Frame 
Vehicle Frame 

Spring Shackle 

Hydraulic Shock 
Absorber 

Eye Bolt 

Spacer 

Main  
Spring  

Front Axle 

Bellows  

Lower 
Bellows  

 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2-2 
 
Key Suspension Parts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2-3 
 
Safety Defect: 
Broken Leaf in Leaf Spring 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exhaust System Defects.  A broken exhaust system can let poison 
fumes into the cab or sleeper berth.  Look for: 
 

• Loose, broken, or missing exhaust pipes, mufflers, tailpipes, 
or vertical stacks. 

 
• Loose, broken, or missing mounting brackets, clamps, bolts, 

or nuts. 
 

• Exhaust system parts rubbing against fuel system parts, 
tires, or other moving parts of vehicle. 

 
• Exhaust system parts that are leaking. 

 
Emergency Equipment.  Vehicles must be equipped with 
emergency equipment.  Look for: 
 

• Fire extinguisher(s).  

  

 

Bearing Plates 
Leaf Spring

Axle Torque Rod

Auxiliary 
Spring 

Bracket

FRONT

Frame                     Height Control    Upper Bellows         Shock 
Reinforcement         Valve                 Support                    Absorber 

Axle

Control Arm Anchor 
Plate 

Axle Seat 

U-Bolts 
Clamp 
Bolt 

Figure 2-4 
 
Air Suspension Parts 
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 Section 12:  On-road Driving Test 
 
 
 
You will drive over a test route that has a variety of traffic situations.  At 
all times during the test, you must drive in a safe and responsible 
manner. 
 
During the driving test, the examiner will be scoring you on specific 
driving maneuvers as well as on your general driving behavior.  You 
will follow the directions of the examiner.  Directions will be given to 
you so you will have plenty of time to do what the examiner has asked. 
 You will not be asked to drive in an unsafe manner. 
 
If your test route does not have certain traffic situations, you may be 
asked to simulate a traffic situation.  You will do this by telling the 
examiner what you are or would be doing if you were in that traffic 
situation. 

This Section Covers 
• How You Will Be Tested  

  
 
 
 
 
 
You have been asked to make a turn: 
 

• Check traffic in all directions. 
 
• Use turn signals and safely get into the lane needed for the 

turn. 
 
As you approach the turn: 
 

• Use turn signals to warn others of your turn. 
 
• Slow down smoothly, change gears as needed to keep power, 

but do not coast unsafely.  Unsafe coasting occurs when your 
vehicle is out of gear (clutch depressed or gearshift in neutral) 
for more than the length of your vehicle. 

 
If you must stop before making the turn: 
 

• Come to a smooth stop without skidding. 
 
• Come to a complete stop behind the stop line, crosswalk, or 

stop sign. 
 
• If stopping behind another vehicle, stop where you can see 

the rear tires on the vehicle ahead of you (safe gap). 
 
• Do not let your vehicle roll. 
 
• Keep the front wheels aimed straight ahead.  

12.1 How You Will Be 
  Tested 
    
• Turns 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Intersections 

When ready to turn: 
 

• Check traffic in all directions. 
 
• Keep both hands on the steering wheel during the turn. 
 
• Keep checking your mirror to make sure the vehicle does not 

hit anything on the inside of the turn. 
 
• Vehicle should not move into oncoming traffic. 
 
• Vehicle should finish turn in correct lane. 

 
After turn: 
 

• Make sure turn signal is off. 
 
• Get up to speed of traffic, use turn signal, and move into right-

most lane when safe to do so (if not already there). 
 
As you approach an intersection: 
 

• Check traffic thoroughly in all directions.  
 
• Decelerate gently. 
 
• Brake smoothly and, if necessary, change gears. 
 
• If necessary, come to a complete stop (no coasting) behind 

any stop signs, signals, sidewalks, or stop lines maintaining a 
safe gap behind any vehicle in front of you. 

 
• Your vehicle must not roll forward or backward. 

 
When driving through an intersection: 
 

• Check traffic thoroughly in all directions. 
 
• Decelerate and yield to any pedestrians and traffic in the 

intersection. 
 
• Do not change lanes while proceeding through the 

intersection. 
 
• Keep your hands on the wheel. 

 
Once through the intersection: 
 

• Continue checking  traffic. 
 
• Accelerate smoothly and change gears as necessary. 
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During this part of the test, you are expected to make regular traffic 
checks and maintain a safe following distance.  Your vehicle should be 
centered in the proper lane (right-most lane) and you should keep up 
with the flow of traffic but not exceed the posted speed limit. 
 
During the multiple lane portion of the urban and rural sections, you 
will be asked to change lanes to the left, and then back to the right.  
You should make the necessary traffic checks first, then use proper 
signals and smoothly change lanes when it is safe to do so. 
 
Before entering the expressway: 
 

• Check traffic. 
 
• Use proper signals. 
 
• Merge smoothly into the proper lane of traffic. 

 
Once on the expressway: 
 

• Maintain proper lane positioning, vehicle spacing, and vehicle 
speed.   

 
• Continue to check traffic thoroughly in all directions. 

 
You will be instructed to change lanes: 
 

• You must make necessary traffic checks. 
 
• Use proper signals. 
 
• Change lanes smoothly when it is safe to do so. 

 
When exiting the expressway: 
 

• Make necessary traffic checks. 
 
• Use proper signals. 
 
• Decelerate smoothly in the exit lane.   
 
• Once on the exit ramp, you must continue to decelerate within 

the lane markings and maintain adequate spacing between 
your vehicle and other vehicles. 

 
For this maneuver, you will be asked to pull your vehicle over to the 
side of the road and stop as if you were going to get out and check 
something on your vehicle.  You must check traffic thoroughly in all 
directions and move to the right-most lane or shoulder of road. 
 

• Urban/Rural Straight 
 
 
 
 
• Urban/Rural Lane 
 Changes 
 
 
 
• Expressway 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Stop/Start 
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As you prepare for the stop: 
 

• Check traffic. 
 
• Activate your right turn signal. 
 
• Decelerate smoothly, brake evenly, change gears as 

necessary. 
 
• Bring your vehicle to a full stop without coasting. 

 
Once stopped: 
 

• Vehicle must be parallel to the curb or shoulder of the road 
and safely out of the traffic flow. 

 
• Vehicle should not be blocking driveways, fire hydrants, 

intersections, signs, etc. 
 
• Cancel your turn signal. 
 
• Activate your four-way emergency flashers. 
 
• Apply the parking brake. 
 
• Move the gear shift to neutral or park. 
 
• Remove your feet from the brake and clutch pedals. 

 
When instructed to resume: 
 

• Check traffic and your mirrors thoroughly in all directions. 
 
• Turn off your four-way flashers. 
 
• Activate the left turn signal. 
 
• When traffic permits, you should release the parking brake 

and pull straight ahead.  
 
• Do not turn the wheel before your vehicle moves. 
 
• Check traffic from all directions, especially to the left. 
 
• Steer and accelerate smoothly into the proper lane when safe 

to do so. 
 
• Once your vehicle is back into the flow of traffic, cancel your 

left turn signal. 
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When approaching a curve: 
 

• Check traffic thoroughly in all directions.  
 
• Before entering the curve, reduce speed so further braking or 

shifting is not required in the curve. 
 
• Keep vehicle in the lane. 
 
• Continue checking traffic in all directions. 

 
As you approach the upgrade: 
 

• Select the proper gear to maintain speed and not lug the 
engine. 

 
• Check traffic thoroughly in all directions and move to the right-

most or curb lane.  
 
• If legal to do so, use four-way flashers if traveling too slowly 

for the flow of traffic.   
 
Before starting down the grade: 
 

• Downshift as needed to help control engine speed and test 
brakes by gently applying the foot brake to ensure they are 
functioning properly.  As your vehicle moves down the grade, 
continue checking traffic in all directions, stay in the right-most 
or curb lane, and, if legal to do so, use four-way flashers if 
your vehicle is moving too slowly for traffic.  Increase following 
distance and observe the following downhill braking 
procedures: 

 
  - Select a "safe" speed, one that is not too fast for the weight 

of the vehicle, length and steepness of the grade, weather, 
and road conditions. 

 
  - Once a "safe" speed has been reached, apply the brake 

hard enough to feel a definite slowdown. 
 
  - When speed has been reduced to five mph below the 

"safe" speed, release the brakes. [This application should 
last for about three seconds.] 

 
  - Once speed has increased to the "safe" speed, repeat the 

procedure. 
 
For example: If your "safe" speed is 40 mph, you should apply the 
brakes once your vehicle speed reaches 40 mph.  Your brakes should 
be applied hard enough to reduce your speed to 35 mph Once your 
vehicle speed reaches 35 mph, release your brakes.  Repeat this 
procedure as often as necessary until you have reached the end of the 
downgrade. This braking technique is called "snubbing." 
 
When operating any commercial vehicle, do not ride the clutch, race 
the engine, change gears, or coast while driving down the grade.  At 
the bottom of the grade, be sure to cancel your four-way flashers.   

• Curve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Upgrade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Downgrade 
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• Railroad Crossing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Bridge/Overpass/Sign 

Not all test routes will contain an area of sufficient grade to test your 
skill adequately.  Therefore, you may be asked to simulate 
(verbally) driving up and down a steep hill.  You must be familiar 
with the upgrade/downgrade procedures so that you can explain 
and/or demonstrate them to the examiner at any time during the 
driving test. 
 
Before reaching the crossing, all commercial drivers should: 
 

• Decelerate, brake smoothly, and shift gears as necessary. 
 
• Look and listen for the presence of trains. 
 
• Check traffic in all directions.   

 
Do not stop, change gears, pass another vehicle, or change lanes 
while any part of your vehicle is in the crossing.   
 
If you are driving a bus, a school bus, or a vehicle displaying placards, 
you should be prepared to observe the following procedures at every 
railroad crossing (unless the crossing is exempt): {YOU MAY BE 
ASKED TO SIMULATE THE RAILROAD CROSSING} 
 

• As the vehicle approaches a railroad crossing, activate the 
four-way flashers. ( This is done during your road test. This 
is not required under State Law, however, it does 
communicate your intentions.) 

 
• Stop the vehicle within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from 

the nearest rail. 
 
• Listen and look in both directions along the track for an 

approaching train and for signals indicating the approach of a 
train.  If operating a bus, you may also be required to open the 
window and door prior to crossing tracks. 

 
• Keep hands on the steering wheel as the vehicle crosses the 

tracks. 
 
• Do not stop, change gears, or change lanes while any part of 

your vehicle is proceeding across the tracks.   
 
• Four-way flashers should be deactivated after the vehicle 

crosses the tracks. 
 
Not all driving road test routes will have a railroad crossing. You 
may be asked to explain and demonstrate the proper railroad 
crossing procedures to the examiner at a simulated location. 
 
After driving under an overpass, you may be asked to tell the examiner 
what the posted clearance or height was.  After going over a bridge, 
you may be asked to tell the examiner what the posted weight limit 
was.  If your test route does not have a bridge or overpass, you may 
be asked about another traffic sign.  When asked, be prepared to 
identify and explain to the examiner any traffic sign which may appear 
on the route. 
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During the driving test you must: 
 

• Wear your safety belt. 
 
• Obey all traffic signs, signals, and laws. 
 
• Complete the test without an accident or moving violation. 

 
You will be scored on your overall performance in the following general 
driving behavior categories: 
 
Clutch Usage (for manual transmission) 
 

• Always use clutch to shift. 
 
• Double-clutch if vehicle is equipped with non-synchronized 

transmission. 
 
• Do not rev or lug the engine. 
 
• Do not ride clutch to control speed, coast with the clutch 

depressed, or "pop" the clutch. 
 
Gear Usage (for manual transmission) 
 

• Do not grind or clash gears. 
 
• Select gear that does not rev or lug engine. 
 
• Shift in turns and intersections as needed. 

 
Brake Usage  
 

• Do not ride or pump brake. 
 
• Do not brake harshly.  Brake smoothly using steady pressure. 

 
Lane Usage 
 

• Do not put vehicle over curbs, sidewalks, or lane markings. 
 
• Stop behind stop lines, crosswalks, or stop signs. 
 
• Complete a turn in the proper lane on a multiple lane road 

(vehicle should finish a left turn in the lane directly to the right 
of the center line). 

 
• Finish a right turn in the right-most (curb) lane. 
 
• Move to or remain in right-most lane unless lane is blocked. 
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Drive without an accident 
 

• Complete the test without an accident or moving violation. 
 

Posture 
 

• Adjust the seat so that you are able to reach the various foot 
pedals, steering wheel, gear shift lever, and turn signal lever. 

 
• Must be able to see without obstruction in all directions at all 

times. 
 
• Maintain a controlled grip on the steering wheel. 

 
Attention 
 

• Look far enough ahead. 
 
• Look for traffic, road conditions. 
 
• Do regular traffic checks. 

 
Speed 
 

• Adjust your speed depending on traffic conditions. 
 
• Do not exceed the posted speed limit. 
 
• Adjust speed for road surfaces, curves, up or downgrades. 

 
Yield/Right of Way 
 

• Never “demand” the right of way. 
 
• Exercise due care when approaching intersections. 
 
• Always yield the right of way to pedestrians, motor vehicles, 

bicyclist or anyone else who has moved into an intersection 
before you. 

 
 

 




